Abstract A new species of Juncus (Juncaceae) from Mt Kinabalu, Borneo, is described and its presumed origin is discussed.
RESEARCH ARTICLE
I have previously (Veldkamp 1982) noted the presence of a curious form of Juncus bufonius L. (Juncaceae) in several disturbed places on Mt Kinabalu, Sabah. The first collection was by J.M.B. Smith in 1967 and he collected it again in two sites in July 1978. A number of collections between 3200 and 3810 m were made afterwards, indicating that the species persisted and has spread. Then, and later (Wilson & Johnson 2001: 374) there was some hesitation to formally name it, but I have the feeling that it was unfinished business needing a solution. Describing these as a distinct species seems a way to attract attention and stimulate research.
Had specimens been collected by Ms. Clemens during her explorations on Mt Kinabalu (1916 -1917 and 1931-1933) , no one would have hesitated to describe them as distinct and representing a 'native' taxon, but as the collections are from a much later date and near human habitation, only, it may be surmised that it was introduced after her visits.
This asks for some imaginative speculation about what may have happened. The uniform and aberrant morphology suggests the arrival of limited material, perhaps a single capsule or even a seed. After having overcome the settler's bottleneck of the accumulation of lethal alleles during the next generations, the population has undergone a fast genetic drift. Juncus bufonius is thought to be mainly cleistogamous (Wilson & Johnson 2001 , Kirschner 2002 , but in the Kinabalu specimens studied no cleistogamy was observed. Whatever the cause, the result is that these plants differ from their cousins.
This then seems a nice example of speciation after long-distance distribution. Many of such instances are postulated in discussions on historical biogeography, without an explanation of the cause or vector. The mysterious 'rare event': drifting across oceans from one continent to the other, driven by storms and jet streams (but think of the extreme low temperatures and desiccation at those altitudes), volcanic eruptions that have blown diaspores over long distances, former 'land bridges', 'stepping stones', hiding among bird feathers, if not in the gizzard (but in migrating birds empty during the long flights), etc. Here the explanation seems more simple: accidental introduction by Homo sapiens. Eponymy. Because of its similarity to J. bufonius, the epithet is the Greek equivalent: 'belonging to little frogs' (βατραχιον) and is a name in apposition not to be declined. Juncus ranarius Nees ex Songeon & E.P. Perrier (1860) forest. He was followed by later authors, e.g. Backer (1951) and Kirschner (2002) . This collection was presumably lost in PNH, but duplicates are in BM and K according to Wilson & Johnson (2001: 374) . The absence of later records suggests that the species has not persisted.
